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Education exams -the equivalent of 
the GCE O levels - rather than seven 
C grades. The higher grades, in turn, 
would translate into better jobs and 
higher incomes over their lifetime. 

Children with pre-school 

New national institute to 
train pre-school educators 

I ' .• 

A new national institute will be set 
up to train 'pre-school educators to 
improve the profession and attract 
good people. 

The National Institute of Early 
Childhood Development (NIEC) 
will offer the full range of diploma 
and certificate programmes for 
pre-school professionals. 

It will be the pre-school equiva
lent of the Nationallnstitute ofEdu
cation (NIE), which trains teachers 
in primary and secondary schools 
as well as junior colleges. 
. Its establishment comes at a 
time when demand for pre-school 
teachers has gone up, with the sec
tor expanding to meet increased 
demand for childcare services. 

She switched from 
ministry job to 
pre-school teaching 

The training new pre-school_ 
teachers get was part of what 
attracted Ms Marie Luo; 29, to 
move from a job at the Ministry of 
Trade and Industry to be a 
pre-school teacher. She was 
trained for eight months under 
the Ministry of Education's fully 
sponsored Kindergarten Teacher 
Training Programme. 

Ms Luo, who now works at the 
MOE Kindergarten in Punggol 
View, continues to be trained on 
the job and has a mentor. 

PM Lee cited her in his National 
Day Rally speech as someone 
who has switched careers since 
the Government started upgrad
ing and expandingpr�-schools. 

To encourage more good peo
ple to join the sector, it will raise 
the standing of the profession 
and give pre-school teachers bet
ter training and careers, he said. 

Another perk for Ms Luo is the 
chance to interact with children. 

Stint as flight 
attendant helped 
her discover 
her true passio� 

When Ms Nuraslinda Safaruan, 
32, switched jobs in 2013 from 
pre-school teacher to flight atten
dant, she had no, regrets as she 
liked exploring new places. 

But flying made her realise 
where her passion Jie·s: She loved 
playing with children on board 
and soothing infants who cried. 

"Sometimes, it is difficult for 
parents to manage their chii
dren because the environment 
is unfamiliar to them. But with 
my experience, I was able to 
make them listen to me," she 
told The Straits Times. 

In 2015, she returned to early 
childhood education. 

Ms Nuraslinda, who has a' 
diploma in early childhood educa
tion, now works at My First Skool 
as a deputy centre lead, assisting 
the centre's principal. 

Citing her in his National Day 
Rally speech, PM Lee said: 

Prime Minister Lee tt;sien Loong, 
announcing the setting up of NIEC 
at the National Day Rally, said it was 
important to upgrade· the profes
sion as pre-school teachers "make 
all the difference to our children". 

With the institute, pre-school 
teachers can go through the same 
rigorous training as school teachers 
employed by the Ministry ofEduca
tion (MOE), who attend NIE before 
they stai:t teac]ling, and to upgrade 
their skills and prepare for senior 
roles. NIE also conducts research 
on teaching methods and keeps 
them up to date. Afterobtaining the 
requisite qualifications, they can 
progress to be master teachers who 
show others how to teach, be sub-_ 
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ject specialists who develo.p new 
curricula or school leaders. 

"Because teachers are trained 
well, paid well and have good career 
prospects, good people take up · 
teaching, and we have a good educa
tion system," said PM Lee. 

"We will take the same-approach 
with pre-school teachers - train 
them well, reward them well and at
tract good, passionate people." 

The NIEC, which will come under 
NIE, will bring together training 
programmes offered by the Insti
tute of Technical Education, Ngee 
Ann and Temasek polytechnics, 
and NTUC's SeedJnstitute. 

It will also have the scale to de
velop curricula with different spe-

Ms Marie Luo was trained under the fully sponsored Kfndergarten Teacher 
Training Programme. PHOTO: MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION

She said: "They not only d'evelop 
iniellectually, but tfiey also start 
to learn how to share, be,indepen
dent and care for others. Just be-

ing there and watdiing their 
growth is a wonderful honour." 

Charissa Yong 

Ms Nuraslinda Safaruan, a deputy centre lead at My First Skool, realised 
she enjoyed interacting with children during her flying days. 
PHOTO: MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION 

"With good teachers like ents will have ease of mind." 
Nuraslinda, our children will get 
a good head start in life and par- Charissa Yong

Early education, especially 
one that is of high quality, 
yields handsome returns. It 
has enduring benefits for 
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The Straits Times: "It comes down 
to having little learning 
opportunity at home. Going to a 
high-quality pre-school wiU not 
only give them a good foundation 
for numeracy and literacy skills, but 

emphasised active learning. These 
children were tracked for decades 
after leaving pre-school. Not only 
did more of them go on to complete 
high school and enter-college, they 
also had.better jobs and earned 
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cialisations such as music 
and the faculty will have m 
fessional development op] 
ties in a larger fraternity. 

All trainee pre-school t 
will get their fees fully cove1 
an allowance. 

Mr Victor Bay, chief exe< 
pre-school operator PAP< 
nity Foundation, said th 
"will expand the availabili� 
tinuous professional devel 
for our current teachers". 

The Government will 
three-year campaign to att1 
pie to the sector, and work, 
ployers to ensure pre-scho, 
ers have good career prosp 
competitive pay. 

PM Lee said: "As we upg 
profession, salaries neec 
prove further ... Only then c, 
grade the pre-school secto 
good people to join and m.al 
reer. Only then can we 
str9ngpre-school system." 

Priscilla Goy 

Proinisi 

feedbac 

for 

KidStar 

scheme 

A government schemf 
disadvantaged childre1 
ceived promising feedb 
being piloted for a year. 

KidStart offers a ran� 
port for children aged 1 
and about 400 familiei 
rently on the scheme. 

Prime Minister Le 
Loong said at the Nati 
R�lly yesterday: "Par 
that their children are n 
ative and expressive, a 
act much better. 

"If these results are cc 
we will s.cale up KidStar 
fit more children." 

The support offered 
on the scheme include� 
sits to teach parents , 
hies' nutrition and c, 
groups for those age 
three and dedicated 
pre-schools who focus 
ing these children in sc: 

Minister for Social ru 
Development Tan C 

. wrote in a Facebook 
night: "(KidStart) is., 
tive that is very clo 
heart. When we talk of 
ties and disadvantage 
to go way upstream 
breaking the cycle." 

He also commendec 
dren's. parents for the 
as well as the staff a; 
teers involved. "We 
have done this withou· 
cation of our KidStart l 
ers and volunteers. 1 
been the families' tea< 
ner and friend, see 
through their brightes1 
est moments," hewrot 

A' taxi driver, who, 
be known only as Ml 
gone for 10 playgrou1 

with his wife and tw, 
son. Parents pick up 
skills during these se� 
learn how to stren1 
bond with their childr 

Mr Tan, who is in hi 
his son is now more 
and interacts well \\ 
gers. "My two olde1 
had problems trar 
pre-school, and tha 
my work. But when 
11n11no-P<:t rhilrl nn1 


